Experimental models of atrial fibrillation/flutter.
Animal models that mimic disease states or abnormal physiological events are tools that assist the investigator to understand the mechanism responsible for pathophysiological conditions. Atrial arrhythmias have intrigued physicians and cardiologists for decades. Thus the development of animal models for the study of atrial arrhythmias facilitate the investigation of these abnormal rhythms. Moreover, as our understanding of arrhythmias advances, so does the therapy designed to correct the condition, which ultimately improves the patient's clinical outcome. This manuscript describes a variety of animal models that have been utilized for the exploration of atrial arrhythmia generation and maintenance, as well as models used to evaluate the efficacy of putative antiarrhythmics agents.